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Greeks to the Renaissance 

 
Manuscripts 

Dioscorides 
DIOSCORIDES, P. (512) Juliana Anicia Codex, Constantinople. Cod. med. graec. 1; Österreichische 

Nationalbibliothek. 
 (not available online; see Dioscorides et al. 1933) 
DIOSCURIDES, P. (6th-7th century) Dioscurides Neapolitanus. Codex ex Vindobonensis Graecus 1; 

Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli.  
 (http://digitale.bnnonline.it/index.php?it/113/dioscurides-neapolitanus) 
DIOSCORIDES, P. (801-900) De Materia Medica. Département des manuscrits, Grec 2179; 

Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b525002505) 
PSEUDO-HIPPOCRATES, A. MUSA, PSEUDO-APULEIUS and PSEUDO-DIOSCORIDES, 800-900 Anonyme, 

De ponderibus medicinalibus (3r). Pseudo-Hippocrates latinus, Epistola ad Maecenatem (3v-5v). 
Antonius Musa, Epistola de herba vetonica (19-22v). Pseudo-Apuleius, Herbarius (sive Liber de 
nominibus et virtutibus herbarum) et Pseudo-Dioscorides, De herbis femininis (22v-63v). 
Bibliothèque nationale de France, Département des Manuscrits, Latin 6862. 

 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b84262821) 
DIOSCORIDES, PEDANIUS, OF ANAZARBOS (ca. 930-970) De materia medica, Constantinople. Pierpont 

Morgan Library MS M.652; The Pierpont Morgan Library. 
 (http://www.themorgan.org/collections/collections.asp?id=69) 
DIOSCORIDIS (10th century) de simplici medicina libri V. (Munich) BSB CLM 337; Bayerischen 

Staatsbibliothek. 
 (http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/bsb00006544/images/) 
DIOSCORIDES, P. (1083) De materia media. Leiden cod. 289, Leiden University Library. 
DIOSCURIDES, P. and (1200-1101) دیوسكردیس Fragments du traité sur les plantes de Dioscoride. 

Département des manuscrits, Arabe 4947: Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b84229648) 
IṢṬIFAN IBN BĀSĪL, DIOSCURIDES, PEDANIUS, ÉTIENNE FILS DE BASILE, AND ḤUNAYN IBN ISḤĀQ ABŪ 

ZAYD AL-ʿIBĀDĪ (1101-1200) Parties du traité des plantes de Dioscoride. Département des 
manuscrits, Arabe 2850; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 

 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8422959z) 
IṢṬIFAN IBN BĀSĪL, DIOSCURIDES PEDANIUS, ḤUNAYN IBN ISḤĀQ ABŪ ZAYD AL-ʿIBĀDĪ (1219) Le 

Traité des plantes de Dioscoride, traduction d'Étienne, revue par Ḥonaïn ibn Isḥâq, pour 
Moḥammad ibn Moûsâ. Département des manuscrits, Arabe 2849; Bibliothèque nationale de 
France. 

 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8406174k) 
 
Herbals of Apuleius and Pseudo-Dioscorides, Macer, and other English Herbals 
ANONYMOUS (6th century, 2nd half) Pseudo-Apuleius, Herbarium. Leiden MS Voss. lat. Q.9; 

Bibliotheek der Rijksuniversiteit. 
 (http://www.library.leiden.edu/special-collections/manuscripts/subcollections-whs-medieval-

mss.html) 
PSEUDO-APULEIO (9th century, beginning) Herbarius. Firenze ms. Plut. 73.41; Biblioteca Medicea 

Laurenziana. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
PSEUDO-APULEIO (9th century, beginning) Herbarius. Montecassino Casin. 97; Archivo della Badia. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
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ANONYMOUS (c. 900-1000) Pseudo-Apuleius, Herbarius, and other texts, France. Den Haag, MMW, 
10D7; Konincklijke Bibliotheek, Nationale bibliotheek van Nederland. 

 (http://manuscripts.kb.nl/show/manuscript/10+D+7) 
ANONYMOUS (10th century, late-11th century, early) Medical Miscellany includning Pseudo-Apuleius, 

Pseudo-Dioscorides, and 'Lacnunga'. Harley MS 585; British Library. 
 (http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_585) 
PSEUDO-APULEIO (11th century, mid) Herbarius. London ms. Cotton Vitellius; British Library. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
PSEUDO-APULEIUS (1070-1100) Herbal, England, St. Augustine's abbey, Canterbury. MS Ashmole 

1431: Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
 (http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/wmss/medieval/mss/ashmole/1431.htm) 
PSEUDO-APULEIUS, and P. DIOSCORIDES, 11th century, late Herbals (extracts); De virtutibus 

bestiarum in arte medicinae, in Latin and English. Bodleian Library, Oxford, MS Bodl. 130, 
England, Bury St. Edmunds. 

PSEUDO-APULEIO (1200, first half) Herbarius. Wien Codex Vindobonensis 93; Osterreichische 
Nationalbibliothek. 

 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
PSEUDO-ANTONIUS MUSA, PSEUDO-APULEIUS PLATONICUS, AND SEXTUS PLACITUS (11th century, 

late - 12th century, 2nd half) Pharmacopeial compilation. Harley 4986;  British Library. 
 (http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_4986) 
PSEUDO-ANTONIUS MUSA, PSEUDO-APULEIUS PLATONICUS, PSEUDO-DIOSCORIDES, JOHANNITIUS, 

ISAGOGE AD TEGNI GALENI, AND SEXTUS PLACITUS (12th century, 2nd half) Illustrated 
pharmacopeial compilation including a herbal, imperfect. Harley 5294;  British Library. 

 (http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_5294) 
ANONYMOUS (12th century, last quarter) Medical and herbal collection, including Pseudo-Apuleius, 

Herbarius; Pseudo-Dioscorides, De herbis femininis (ff. 49v-73); Sextus Placitus, De medicina ex 
animalibus, England, N.? or France, N. Sloane 1975; British Library. 

 (http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/record.asp?MSID=8792&CollID=9&NStart=
1975) 

ANONYMOUS (12th century, late) Medical Miscellany. Harley MS 6258 B; British Library. 
 (http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_6258_b) 
ANONYMOUS (12th century, 3rd quarter) Medical miscellany of a pharmacopeial compilation, 

including a herbal and bestiary illustrating the pharmocopeial properties of animals, Netherlands, 
S. (Mosan region), or England?. Harley MS 1585; British Library. 

 (http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_1585) 
ANONYMOUS (12th century, late) Miscellaneous medical and herbal texts, in Latin, England. MS. 

Ashmole 1462: Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
 (http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/dept/scwmss/wmss/medieval/mss/ashmole/1462.htm) 
ANONYMOUS (1400) Herbarium Apuleii and other works, Lombardy, Italy. Manuscript. 18: Yale 

Medical Library. 
MACER FLORIDUS, SERAPION IL GIOVANE, GUARNERINO DA PADOVA (1441) De viribus Herbarum; 

Aggregator (estratti); Erbario; Bergamo ms MA 592 (già Lambda 1.3): Biblioteca Civica Angelo 
Mai. 

 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
PSEUDO-APULEIO (15th century, last quarter) De herbarum virtutibus. Padova ms Ar. 26 n. 1283; 

Biblioteca Orto Botanico. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
 
Circa Instans / Tractacus de Herbis / Livre des simples médecines 
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BARTHOLOMAEI MINI DE SENIS, PLATEARIUS, AND NICOLAUS OF SALERNO (1280-1310) Tractatus de 
herbis (Herbal); De Simplici Medicina; Circa instans, Italy, S., Salerno: Antidotarium Nicolai. 
Egerton 747; British Library. 

 (http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/record.asp?MSID=8319&CollID=28&NStart
=747) 

MANFREDUS DE MONTE IMPERIALI, NICOLAUS, MEDICUS AND JANUENSIS, SIMON (1301-1400) 
Manfredus de Monte Imperiali, Liber de herbis et plantis. De avibus et piscibus. Nicolaus, 
Medicus, Doctrina de usualibus medicinis earumque confectione, sive, ut vocant, antidotarius. 
Simon Januensis, Synonyma per Mundinum abbreviata ; cum appendice Manfredi de Monte 
Imperiali. Département des manuscrits, Département des manuscrits, Latin 6823: Bibliothèque 
nationale de France. 

 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b6000517p) 
ANONYMOUS (14th century, 3rd quarter) Compendium salernitanum, N. Italy, possibly Venice. 

Pierpont Morgan Library MS M.873; The Pierpont Morgan Library. 
 (http://www.themorgan.org/collections/collections.asp?id=69) 
ANONYMOUS (1370-1380) Tractatus de Herbis. Paris ms. Masson 116: Bibliothèque de l'Ecole des 

Beaux-Arts. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
ANONYMOUS (1401-1500) Livre des simples médecines. Département des manuscrits, Français 6823; 

Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b6000422n) 
ANONYMOUS (1401-1500) PLATEARIUS, Livre des symples medichinos, autrement dit Arboriste, 

continué selon le A, B, C, Belgium. Département des manuscrits, Français 9136; Bibliothèque 
nationale de France. 

 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b60004232) 
ANONYMOUS, 1401-1500a Livre des simples médecines. Bibliothèque nationale de France, 

Département des manuscrits, Français 623. 
 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b6000422n) 
ANONYMOUS (ca. 1440) Herbal, N. Italy, Lombardy. Sloane 4016; British Library. 
 (http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/illuminatedmanuscripts/record.asp?MSID=7796&) 
ANONYMOUS (1452) Livre des simples médecines, Bourgogne, France. Département des Manuscrits, 

Division occidentale, Nouvelle acquisition français 6593; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3161) 
ANONYMOUS (1458) Tractacus de herbis, Bourg-en-Bresse, France. Modena lat. 993; Biblioteca 

Estense. 
 (http://bibliotecaestense.beniculturali.it/info/img/mss/i-mo-beu-alfa.l.9.28.html) 
ANONYMOUS (15th century, mid) Herbolaire Estense or Grant herbier. Modena Est.28=alfa.M.5.9; 

Biblioteca Estense. 
 (http://bibliotecaestense.beniculturali.it/info/img/mss/i-mo-beu-alfa.m.5.9.html) 
ANONYMOUS (15th century, mid) Livre des simples médecines, E. France. Département des 

Manuscrits, Division occidentale, Français 1311; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3155) 
ANONYMOUS (15th century, mid) Livre des simples médecines, N. France. Département des 

Manuscrits, Division occidentale, Français 12320; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3167) 
ANONYMOUS (15th century, mid) Livre des simples médecines, N. France. Département des 

Manuscrits, Division occidentale, Français 12321; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3175) 
ANONYMOUS (15th century, 2nd half) Livre des simples médecines, Bourgogne, France. Département 

des Manuscrits, Division occidentale, Français 9137; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
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 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3169) 
ANONYMOUS (ca. 1480) Livre des simples médecines, Poitou, France. Département des Manuscrits, 

Division occidentale, Français 1307; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3160) 
PLATEARIUS (1401-1500) PLATEARIUS, Livre des simples médecines, ou Herboriste; en français, 

par ordre alphabétique, N. France. Département des manuscrits, Français 12319; Bibliothèque 
nationale de France. 

 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b9061049h) 
CHABOT, SIMON (1401-1500) PLATEARIUS, Livre des simples médecines, ou Herboriste; en français, 

Flanders. Département des manuscrits, Français 19081; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b9062198n). 
ANONYMOUS, 1491 Tractatus de virtutibus herbarum 
 (http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k59218s) 
ANONYMOUS (ca. 1520-1530) Livre des simples médecines, E. France. Département des Manuscrits, 

Division occidentale, Français 12322; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3177) 
 
Libre de Simplicibus 
SERAPION IL GIOVANE (1390-1404) Liber Agregà. London ms. Egerton 2020; British Library. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
NICOLÒ ROCCABONELLA (1445-1448) Liber de simplicibus. Venezia Cod.Lat.VI 59; Biblioteca 

Nazionale Marciana. 
 (http://kdeg.cs.tcd.ie/ipsa/?q=facets) 
 
Tacuinum Sanitatis related 
IBN BUṬLĀN, AL-MUẖTĀR IBN AL-ḤASAN IBN ʿABDŪN IBN SAʿDŪN (1250-1300) Tacuinum sanitatis. 

Département des Manuscrits, Lat 6977; Bibliothèque nationale de France 
CADAMOSTO, GIOVANNI (1471) Peutingerorum Liber Botanicus (Herbal with treatises on food, 

poisons and remedies, and the properties of stones). Harley MS 3736; British Library. 
 (http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts/FullDisplay.aspx?ref=Harley_MS_3736) 
GIOVANNI CADAMOSTO DA LODI (ca. 1471) Libro de componere herbe et fructi, N. Italy. Département 

des Manuscrits, Division occidentale, Italien 1108; Bibliothèque nationale de France. 
 (http://mandragore.bnf.fr/jsp/afficherNoticeMan.jsp?id=3247) 
 
Other 
MAGNUS, A., 13th c De Vegetabilibus. 
CRESCENZI, P. D., 15th-16th century Traité d'économie rurale ou Opus ruralium commodorum ; 
traduction française. 
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Printed Literature 
 
 
Abano, P. d., and P. Dioscorides, 1478 De materia medica. Johannes de Medemblick Colle di Val 

d'Elsa. 
Anonymous, 1526 The grete herball whiche geueth parfyt knowlege and vnderstandyng of all maner 

of herbes [and] there gracyous vertues whiche god hath ordeyned for our prosperous welfare 
and helth, for they hele [and] cure all maner of dyseases and sekenesses that fall or 
mysfortune to all maner of creatoures of god created, practysed by many expert and wyse 
maysters, as Auicenna [and] other. [et]c. Also it geueth full parfyte vnderstandynge of the 
booke lately prentyd by me (Peter treueris) named the noble experiens of the vertuous 
handwarke of surgery. Peter Treueris, dwellynge in the sygne of the wodows, London in 
Southwarke. 

Barbaro, E., 1492 Catigationes Plinianae. Eucharius Argenteus Germanus, Roma. 
Bright, J. F., B. Library, J. P. R. Lyell and J. Prüss, 1497 Ortus sanitatis. Johann Prüss, Strasbourg. 
Brunschwig, H., 1527 The vertuose boke of distyllacyon of the waters of all maner of herbes :with the 

fygures of the styllatoryes /fyrst made and compyled by the thyrte yeres study and labour of 
the moste conynge and famous master of phisyke Master Jherom Bruynswyke ; and now newly 
translate out of Duyche into Englysshe, not only to the synguler helpe and profyte of the 
surgyens, phisycyens and apothecaryes, but also of all maner of people parfytely and in dewe 
tyme and ordre to lerne to dystyll all maner of herbes to the profit, cure, & remedy of all 
maner dysieases and infirmytees apparant and nat apparant, and ye shall understande that 
the waters be better than the herbes as Avicenna testefyeth in his fourth canon saynge that all 
maner medicynes used with theyr substance febleth and maketh aged and weke. Laurens 
Andrewe, London. 

Colenuccio, P., 1493 Pliniana defensio. A. Belfort, Ferrara. 
de Villanova, A., 1499 Herbarius latinus. S. Bevilaqua, Venetiis. 
de Villanova, A., 1520 Incipit Tractatus de virtutibus herbarum. Alexandrum de Bindonis, Venetiis. 
Dioscorides, P., E. Barbaro, O. Brunfels, J. Ruel, M. Vergilius et al., 1529 P. Dioscoridae 

pharmacorum simplicium reiq[ue] medicae libri VIII /Io. Ruellio interprete ; una cum Herrn. 
Barbari Corollariis, & Marc. Vergilii, in singula capita cẽnsuris, sive annotationibus, adiecto 
indice duplici singuloru[m] simplicium & difficilium terminorum praeter alia multa, quae in 
prefatione indicantur quaeq[ue] in prioribus aeditionibus desyderabantur. Apud Io. 
Schottum, In inclyta Argentorato [Strasbourg]. 

Dioscorides, P. o. A., E. Barbaro and G. B. Egnazio, 1516 In hoc volumine haec continentur, Venetiis. 
Herbal, B., 1525 Here begynnyth a newe mater, the whiche sheweth and treateth of ye vertues [and] 

proprytes of herbes, the whiche is called an herball Cum gratia [and] priuilegio a rege 
indulto. Imprynted by me Rycharde Banckes, dwellynge in London, a lytel fro ye stockes in 
ye Pultry, London. 

Leoniceno, N., 1492 De Plinii et plurium aliorum in medicina erroribus liber. Laurentius de Rubeis, 
de Valentia, with Andreas de Grassis, de Castronovo, Ferrara. 

Nyverd, G., J. Petit and M. le Noir, 1520 Le grand herbier en françois. Bibliothèque d’agglomération 
de Saint-Omer, Paris. 

Pliny, t. E. G. P. S., 1469 Historia Naturalis. Johannes de Spira, Venice. 
Schöffer, P., 1484 [R]ogatu plurimo[rum] inopu[m] num[m]o[rum] egentiu[m] appotecas 

refuta[n]tiu[m] occasione illa, q[uia] necessaria ibide[m] ad corp[us] egru[m] specta[n]tia 
su[n]t cara simplicia et composita ... . Schöffer, Peter, Mainz. 

Schönsperger, H., 1487 Gart der Gesundheit, Gedruckt und volendet diser Herbariums durch Hamsen 
Schönsperger. Hamsen Schönsperger. 

Theophrastus, T. Gazes and G. Merula, 1483 De causis plantarum; De historia plantarum. 
Bartholomaeum Confalonerium de Salodio, Taruisii. 

 


